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Hello to Everyone 
 

The day of writing this is June the 1st, day one of winter and it certainly is; cold fronts, 
a lot of rain and plenty of snow to low levels throughout the country.  This is great for 
the ski fields which are able to open earlier than is usual.  
 

In just over a month we will be gathering in Invercargill for the Annual Conference 
with the theme ñRock on Southò.  I invite all members, partners, sponsors and 
suppliers to join us for this event which I am sure will have plenty of local flavour and 
will be another memorable event. 
 

This will be a time to increase knowledge from the various papers that will be 
presented, a chance to pick up some new ideas and products from the Trade Stands, 
that are always well supported, and perhaps the best part, is the chance to catch up 
with old friends, meet some new ones and to network with a wide range of people 
which can set the groundwork for business opportunities, both for quarry orientated 
attendees and also very much so for suppliers and sponsors ï you never see so 
many quarry representatives in one place at any other time of the year.   

We still need to receive more entries for the various 
awards that are available at Conference, this is a very 
good way to recognise and reinforce the talents of some of 
your staff, so please get these into Christine Dodds ASAP. 
 

My thanks to the local organising committee for all the 
hard work they are putting into organising this yearôs event 
along with Conference Secretariat Adrian Mattinson and 
his assistants.  
 

Also at this Conference my term as President will end with 
Warwick Leach taking over this role for the upcoming two 
years.  I have enjoyed my time in this position, the 
opportunities that it has presented, with a lot of these 
being ongoing.  My thanks to the IOQ NZ Executive 
Members who have supported both the Institute and 
myself during this period. 
 

Recently Minex circulated a discussion document relating 
to A & B Grade Quarry Tickets and the need for these to 
continue into the future.  At the recent IOQ NZ Executive 
meeting in Wellington there was an in depth discussion on 
the ramifications of various courses of action and what 
IOQ NZôs view and position should be.  

IOQ NZ have put in a strong submission supporting the 
retention of Quarry Management Tickets in some form or 
other although we will also support a review of the makeup 
of these tickets and the possibility of aligning A & B Grade 
Tickets closer to the National Certificates that are currently 
available under the Exito Training system.  IOQ NZ will 
have representation on a subcommittee being set up to 
undertake this review and we will keep members updated 
with progress on this subject.  
 

Joanne and I recently attended the Southern African 
Conference and the World Presidents Meeting held in 
Durban and there is a separate report elsewhere in the 
newsletter on this event. 
 

The current worldwide recession is having further effects, 
one major one being the much lower Dairy Industry payout 
to farmers which will have a flow on effect on the Quarry 
and Contracting Industries along with Concrete Supply 
Companies etc.  This may be slightly offset with an 11% 
rise in building permits in recent months. 
 

Having talked to number of people from various parts of 
the world at the Presidents Meeting I believe that New 

Executive Committee  
200 8/0 9:  

President:  

 Mr George Kelcher  

Immediate Past President:  

 Mr Steve Ellis  

Vice President:  

Mr Warwick Leach  

Mr Murray Discombe  

Mr Les Ward  

Mr Gavin Hartley  

Mr Andrew Mahon  

Mr Gordon Laing  

Mr Stephen Garwood  

National Secretary/Treasurer :  

Mrs Christine Dodds  

Invited Board Member :  

Mr Kevin Walker,  

CEO Exito  

 



Website:  www.ioqnz.co.nz Page 2 

Mail contact address:  Secretary, P O Box 36 037, Merivale, Christchurch 8146 
Email:  chrisr@inet.net.nz   Telephone [03] 355 3235    or 027 697 8559 

 

 

Zealand is much better off than just about anywhere else 
in the World.  
 

Let us hope that the current Government can get the 
talked about infrastructure projects up and running and 
that the Environment Court system can give the green 
light to the large number of other projects that have been 
in the system for what is now a number of years.  If some 
or all of these projects become real then our Industry will 
be one of the first to benefit and will carry us through to 
the next upturn which will inevitably arrive. 
 

Thank you again to the ñFriends of IOQ NZò sponsors, 
your contributions are invaluable to our ongoing success, 

members please remember to support these sponsors in 
your daily business. 
 

A special thank you to Christine Dodds for her ongoing 
efforts which have been very much appreciated over her 
time as Secretary / Treasurer. 
 

To everyone else, thank you for the opportunity to be your 
President.  Stay safe and I will see you in Invercargill. 
 

George Kelcher 
President  
Institute of Quarrying New Zealand Inc 

 

IOQ BR AN C H REP OR TS  
 

CANTERBURY BRANCH: by Marc McSkimming 

Meeting Held at Titans, 18 Logistic Drive, Christchurch at 7 pm, 13
th

 May 2009 
 

Andrew Mahan welcomed everyone and introduced Brent Mitchell, Branch Manager of Titan/Volvo. 

¶ Apologies were received from Allan McDowell, Marc McSkimming, Janie McCulloch and Doug Pope. 

¶ Minutes of Previous Meeting were read and confirmed as correct and there were no matters arising. 

¶ A Mahan thanked ΨOut West ToursΩ for the effort they put into making the Stockton trip enjoyable for IOQ members 

and also John Drummond for the tour through the Westrack Site. 

¶ A Mahan spoke with D Laing about signing rights on cheque book. 

¶ Raffle Income $213.00. 

¶ Motion ς Get signing authority changed to Marc McSkimming and A Mahan - Moved M Francis, Seconded D Laing 

Upcoming Events:  Field Trip to Victory Lime in the Spring and the IOQ conference in Invercargill.  Copies of registration and 
programme were made available and members encouraged to attend. 

Stockton Mine/Globe Mine Tour ς The 7
th

 November has been 
booked with Out west Tours. Stockton Tour Saturday, stay 
Reefton Sat Night and Globe Tour Sunday. 
 

General Business:  After general discussion it was agreed for the 
Canterbury Branch to buy vouchers of various types for the raffle 
and to be used should the raffle prizes be short on the night.  The 
raffle needs to be kept interesting and be well supported as this 
is the main source of income to the branch. 

 

To keep the meeting attendance up meetings need to be 
held in interesting places and have quality speakers.  A 
Mahan to contact Jason Lowe and ask him to talk about 
the technical side of AQA. 
 

M Francis thanked A Mahan for the good attendances to 
the meetings and the friendship amongst members, the 
success of the fieldtrip to Stockton and the planned 
fieldtrips.  All of this puts Canterbury Branch in good heart. 
 

Susi Batterbury, Industry Training Advisor, Extractives, EXITO spoke about the situation with training and national certificates.  
Geoff Cooke (Winstone Aggregates, Yaldhurst) was congratulated on recently achieving the highest extractives industry 
qualification, the National Diploma in Extractive Industries (Management) which will be presented next month.  Susi also 
introduced the industry training plan which has been developed by the extractives training sector advisory group. It is a three 
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year plan identifying current and future skill and training needs for the industry.  A copy will be coming out to companies soon, 
and she mentioned that support from industry will be needed to achieve some of the action points it identifies. 

 
The meeting closed at 1925 hours and was follow by Des Smith showing a video of our Stockton tour and then Brent Mitchell 
showed the group through Titans facilities ending up in the workshop where supper was enjoyed alongside a new Volvo L350F. 
 
 

OTAGO SOUTHLAND BRANCH  - 2007 - 2008 
 

The Otago Southland Branch had a reasonably quiet year, holding two meetings and a field trip.  
 

28 November 2007 ï AGM was held in Dunedin sponsored by Orica Mining Supplies.  Peter Johnson 

gave a presentation on blasting techniques.  The meeting was attended by the IOQ President and 10 
members and interested parties.  Craig McCrorie was re elected Branch Chairman and Gavin Hartley was 
re elected Secretary. 

20 February 2008  Meeting held at Cable Priceôs office in Invercargill, Cable Price sponsored the 
evening. Marc Papke from Downer EDI gave a presentation on the building of the White Hills Wind Farm. 
At the meeting it was confirmed Invercargill will host the 2009 Annual conference and Lex Robb was 
elected 2009 Conference Chairman.The meeting was attended by the IOQ President and the executive 
along with the Branch Chairman and 27 members and interested parties. 

12 April 2008  Field trip to Oamaru, 27 members and interested parties traveled from Christchurch, 

Central Otago and Dunedin to site visits to Oamaru Shingle Supplies operation at Hilderthorpe then on to 
Parkside Limestone operation. The day was completed with a BBQ and beers at Road Metals yard in 
Oamaru. Many thanks go to Titan Volvo, Fulton Hogan and  Blackhead Quarries for sponsoring the bus 
and Mini van and of course to Road Metals for putting on the BBQ.  By Gavin Hartley, Branch Secretary 
 

 

WAIKATO / BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH Article submitted by Warwick Leach 

RedBull were hosts of the very successful IOQ BoP meeting on 
27 May 2009 attended by 45 members.  It was our largest 
meeting for many years. The venue was kindly supplied by 
Mimico in Matamata and the evening was sponsored by 
RedBull, who went to 
the extra effort of 
putting a new 
Tamrock 1100 drill rig 
and a bulk explosives 
truck on display. 

 

After official IOQ business the RedBull team gave three short 
speeches.  The first was an interesting overview of construction 
blasting in urban areas and featured Blasting Engineer, Nick 
Bastow, talking about the Eden Park redevelopment and 
Auckland Supervisor, Glenn Ross, discussing difficult blasting for a drainage shaft in Newmarket.  Bernie 
McDonald, TopRock Drilling Manager, delivered his entertaining speech ñMy Life as a Drillerò which was 
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first delivered to the IOQ Annual Conference in Auckland last 
year. 
 

Peter Shapiro then delivered his speech from the International 
Institute of Explosives Engineers held in Denver in February. 
Peter was a keynote luncheon speaker to delegates from over 40 
countries and his speech focused on logistics difficulties facing the 
global industry and the need to encourage innovation to stay 

ahead during the economic downturn.  
 

It w as a successful evening and we thank RedBull for their input. 

 

 

Luke Mathieson REAL STEEL 
Tel:  0064 4 528 3655 or Mob:   0064 21 993 004 

TRIPLE CROWN INCREASES PERFORMANCE 
 

Real Steels new triple-crown jaw design offer several crushing faces and increased tooth life.  The bluntly pointed tip slopes to 
shoulders which slope to the root offering increased performance throughout the life of the jaw.  Designed and manufactured by 
Foothills Steel Foundry, the triple tooth profile has proven itself overseas in North America for several years.  
 

The triple crown profile is available in most jaw sizes and in three 
steel specifications and is manufactured to tight tolerances with 
Foothills 60 years of experience.  All fit surfaces are machine 
finished ensuring the best possible fit. 
 

Real Steel can offer tailored solutions to crushing operators 
machines or environments.  Custom solutions such as filled in 
ends on jaw plates and triple crown tooth profile can provide over 
50% greater wear life and are a real option for most operators 
due to short manufacturing lead times.  
 

The new range of jaws adds to the large range of Foothills steel 
already stocked by Real Steel including cone liners and high 
chrome impactor parts. 

 
For more information contact Real Steel on ð 0800 REAL STEEL. 
 


